a mistake, to try to " bluff" the patient. Nor was it wise to start reasoning with the patient, and trying to find out-vhy he was impotent. Patients would often ask whether their disabilitywas due to heredity, or whether it was a frightful punishment for indulgence in masturbation. But such searchings for causes should be discouraged, and every effort concentrated on accomplishing the act. That was to say: One must impress on the patient that it was useless and even waste of energy to 8earch for " the reason why." The patient must be persuaded to concentrate on the idea that he could succeed. In the ordinary conscious state it was not generally possible to persuade the patient to do this. If, however, the doctor in charge was able to induce in the patient the subconscious or suggestible state he would be able to fill the mind of the patient with the idea " he could " and from the idea the reality would develop.
Mr. J. SWIFT JOLY commended the Council of the Section for having arranged this discussion, as the subject was not only important, but also difficult, and often it was either not properly handled, or was treated in an off-hand manner.
With regard to the actual obstruction in the vasa, he had done the operation of shortcircuiting the vas on three occasions that he remembered, possibly on a fourth, but he had never had any good result from it. The most promising of the four failed through a peculiar set of circumstances.
The case was that of a man aged 39, who was sent to him by a doctor in South Africa, with the statement that he had been married nine years and was very anxious to have children, but was unable to bring this about. At the age of 6 he had scarlet fever, and then had double testicular inflammation; distinct nodules formed at the lower end of both epididymes, and they suppurated. 'In 1912-when he was 31-he went to Berlin, and Posner needled both testicles and extracted motile spermatoz6a from one side, but not from the other. Nothing further was done at the time. He saw the speaker in 1920, and then he had had obstruction thirty-three years. His doctor had assured him that his wife was healthy and normal, and that the failure to have children must be debited to him. He (Mr. Joly) therefore advised an operation, but warned him he did not think it would enable him to beget children. He (the speaker) did an anastomosis on both sides, and at the operation motile spermatozoa were obtained from the testicle opposite to that from which Posner obtained them After the operation, a few motile spermatozoa were found in the material expressed from the seminal vesicles, though there had been none before. Only when he returned four years after the operation did the man tell him that his wife was more than ten years his senior; therefore she had passed the menopause, and this accounted for the failure to procreate. He believed his other cases had been uniformly unsuccessful.
Mr. FOWLER WARD said a cause of impotence which he did not believe was uncommon was the great affection of a husband for his wife, which made him sensitive about performing the sexual act. To such his advice was to go home and have a good meal and some alcohol, and " be a brute." It always worked successfully.
Mr. R. H. JOCELYN SWAN said Mr. Kidd asked about results in cases in which there had been carried out an anastomosis between the vas and the epididymis in cases of patients who had previously had gonorrhaeal epididymitis. He (the speaker) had performed this operation in two cases, but without any result at all. In each case it was a bilateral anastomosis for block, and he investigated the lumen of the vas with silkworm gut, which was passed easily.
When he was at Woolwich, an officer in the Army Veterinary Corps was admitted with tuberculous disease of one testicle, the removal of which was advised. That officer told him a curious thing. He said he had been married twelve years, and had had perfectly normal and natural connexion, but had never had any children. He added that it was known in the veterinary world that a horse which had had one testicle removed was more fertile than was the ordinary stallion with two active testicles. He (Mr. Swan) removed this officer's tuberculous testicle, and eighteen months later he came to tell him that his wife had had a child, and two years later still that she had twins.
